The Contracting powers at Versailles in 1763, after many discussions about the boundary of Canada, had begged the whole question by decreeing that the Mississippi River should be the boundary between their possessions in America.
•The Duke of Choiseul, who had a prudent horror of territorial disputes, preferred a water boundary because it could be set down definitely upon a map; but in America rivers were highways, and the Mississippi was no barrier to the French and Indians who lived upon its banks. Some Frenchmen from the Illinois villages founded new settlements west of the river, and their traders frequented the country south of the Great Lakes as freely as before the cession. 2 They had the good-will of the Indians, and experience of the country. Their objects were purely commercial. The French court had no plans for recovering Canada, a but they In 1765 the British at last took possession of the territory they had acquired by treaty, and traders began to frequent the country south of the Lakes, under licenses issued by the colonial governors. Even after the Indian war had been suppressed, the administration of the country presented great difficulties. Many of the native tribes had been pauperized. The French had never occupied the interior with strong garrisons: they had existed in their little forts by the fayour of the Indians--a fayour which British merchants had begun to engage in the Canadian fur trade immediately after the conquest. •7 Governor Murray gave it no direct encouragement, for his interest in commercial enterprise looked east rather than west, to the gulf fisheries and the trade at the five king's posts in the neighbourhood of Tadoussac.
He had fallen out with some, at least, of the merchants, when he tried by rather arbitrary methods to stop speculation in the French paper money. Disagreements arose over wharf privileges and the sale of spirits to the Indians. Murray had complained to Amherst that the settlers who carded up provisions to the lake forts were guilty of frauds. These facts, however one may apportion the blame in each dispute, did not make for sympathy between the governor and the commercial class. The British fur merchants were soon on good terms with the French who had been engaged in the trade. little villages on these rivers began to increase in population. St. Joseph on the upper Illinois, near the Chicago portage from Lake Michigan, and Vincennes on the Maumee route from Lake Erie became as troublesome as Kaskaskia itself. 4ø They had been founded by the French before Canada was ceded to Great Britain. They had a military governor and some civil officials, such as a captain of militia and a notary public. At Vincennes there were in 1773 eighty-eight landowners, many of whom claimed that their grants had been made before 1763 and duly registered by the Superior Council of Louisiana. The inhabitants were nearly all so illiterate as to be unable to sign their names: it is probable that many of them were half-breeds. They had been entirely neglected by British officials, and it was almost inevitable that they should attract vagabonds from other districts. There were in 1768 almost as many strangers as native inhabitants at Vincennes. Probably many "strangers" were Canadians. Both Murray and Carleton admitted that some Canadian French had disappeared into the wilderness. The district also became a refuge for small tribes of Indians who were at enmity with the Six Nations, and preferred to remain beyond their reach. Of these the Pottawatamies were the most active; they joined the Delawares and Shawnees in murdering and plundering isolated English traders. There is, however, no proof that any responsible French Canadians instigated these misdeeds of the inhabitants of Vincennes. Gage dismissed as unproven the accusations against them, as he had rejected the stories of French and Canadian complicity in Pontiac's war. The reports of disaffection among the Canadian traders reached Hillsborough, who was inclined to believe them. Gage, acting upon Hillsborough's instructions, sent to Vincennes in 1772 a proclamation, ordering the inhabitants to retire to one of the settled colonies. The inhabitants replied by a petition to the king, in which they claimed the guarantee of property accorded to French subjects under the Treaty of 1763. 
